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Dear Friends,

Each Spring we
embrace this season of
rebirth and rejuvenation
with open arms and open
hearts as it reminds us
that life is full of change.
Truly, life is a journey—a
succession of transitions
and a series of stages
along the road. There are
always new and exciting possibilities that lie
ahead. There also may be some bumps along
the way. Even so, we trust that our faithful God
is guiding our steps, one foot at a time.

It is through God’s directing that led our
Sister Jubilarians to where they are today—
celebrating decades of mission and service
to the Rochester community and beyond. In
this issue of Blessings, we introduce you to
these Sisters who have offered so much across
the span of their lives, serving the mission of
Jesus in the church and in the world, gracefully
evolving with the needs of the time. We hope
you will join us in congratulating them on their
milestone anniversaries.

Another inspirational feat you will read
about is our SSJ Morning Star ministry that is
celebrating 35 years of fostering love. Sister
Jeanne Morreall has welcomed dozens of
children with severe physical and/or emotional
needs into her home. Sister Jeanne, with the
help of many of our Sisters, has provided
exceptional care for these young lives in an
empowering and loving environment. While
this care has immensely helped them transition
to new or renewed families, our own lives have
been changed by these marvelous children
who we have come to know and love.
Transitions and change—just like the different
seasons, they are to be expected and often
welcomed. May we remain open to all of the
ways God is directing us in our journey and
find peace in knowing we are all on this road
together.
Joy and Blessings,
Sister Eileen Daly
Congregational President

Also inside this issue is a snapshot of how
Nazareth Elementary has evolved during the
last two years of the pandemic. Sister Margaret
Mancuso, Principal of Nazareth, highlights the
vital adjustments and readjustments that faculty,
staff and students have had to make to keep
the school a vibrant center of learning during
these unprecedented times. Sister Margaret’s
reflection is both eye-opening and uplifting.

Corrections

Please note the following corrections to our donor
report from the 2022 winter issue of Blessings:
SSJ Partners

Gifts of $250 to $999

SSJ Neighbor Circle

Gifts from $1 to $249

Margaret D Copenhaver Mr and Mrs Gerald F Gleichauf
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It is our sincere intention that the names of all our
donors be represented and spelled correctly. If there
has been an error in a listing, please contact Jane
Osburn, Development and Database Associate, at
585-641-8121 or josburn@ssjrochester.org.
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News & Notes
Ministry Foundation Grants

The Sisters of Saint Joseph Ministry Foundation
Board is pleased to award 19 ministries with grants
this year. The nearly $160,000 awarded will be
used to help the most vulnerable in our society. The
Ministry Foundation was established in 2005 to help
ministries that have a historical connection or current
affiliation with the SSJs continue their mission and
assist them with specific programs and projects.
Over $2.3 million has been awarded to more than
65 ministries in the last 16 years—continuing the SSJ
presence to the “dear neighbor.”

Tech Grant

The Sisters are getting a
boost in their technology
needs thanks to the SOAR!
organization. SOAR!, which
stands for “Support Our Aging Religious,” raises and
provides funds for religious congregations across
the United States. Recently, the organization invited
congregations to submit grant proposals to help
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. The SSJ Office
for Mission Advancement submitted a grant to cover
the cost of additional portable computer equipment
for Motherhouse residents. The additional laptops
will make access to sites like Zoom, Facebook
Messenger, and Whats App more available so
residents can join face-to-face conversations with
colleagues, friends and relatives—helping reduce the
isolation and solitude that has affected so many of us
during the pandemic.

St. Agnes Class of 1970 Reunion

The St. Agnes High School Class of
1970 is celebrating their “50+2”
reunion. The event will take place
July 22-24, 2022. A happy hour will
be held on Friday, July 22 at 5 PM at
Polizzi’s, 274 N Goodman St #108,
Rochester, NY 14607. Cocktails and dinner will take place
on Saturday, July 23 at 5 PM at Wild Wood Country Club,
1201 Rush West Rush Rd, Rush, NY 14543. (Saturday
morning golf is optional.) The reunion weekend will end
with 10 AM Mass and brunch on Sunday, July 24 at the
SSJ Motherhouse, 150 French Rd, Rochester, NY 14618.
For more details, contact Pam Moriarty Lentine,
palsadie@hotmail.com or 585-733-2464, or Nancy
DeRycke, NancyDeRycke13@gmail.com or 585-747-1310.
BLESSINGS • SPRING 2022 

Nazareth Academy Reunion

A reminder that the Nazareth
Academy Reunion Banquet will be
held in the Fall of 2022. This year we
are celebrating graduates of classes
ending in 2 & 7. More details will be
included in the formal invitations. For questions,
please contact Sister Elaine Englert at 585-641-8119
or eenglert@ssjrochester.org.

In Memoriam
Sister Ann de Porres
Amesbury
February 25, 2022

Sister Ann de Porres
Amesbury spent many years
ministering as a spiritual
director at parishes and
spirituality centers. She also
taught at St. Ann School, Holy
Trinity, St. Agnes High School,
and St. Thomas More School.
Sister Genevieve Turner
February 27, 2022

Sister Genevieve Turner
taught at St. Casimir in Elmira,
St. John the Evangelist in
Spencerport, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help in Rochester,
St. Mary’s in Elmira, St. Paul
in Oswego, St. Stephen in
Geneva, and St. Patrick in Mt.
Morris.
Sister Cora Marie Mitrano
April 4, 2022

Sister Cora Marie Mitrano
taught at Holy Apostles School
for five years before moving on
to Nazareth Academy, where she
spent 37 years teaching. She also
worked in the Alumnae Office at
Nazareth Academy and Nazareth
Elementary for an additional
30 years.
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Thirty-Five Years of Fostering Love
The Monroe County Department of
Human Services is recognizing Sister Jeanne
Morreall and her Morning Star ministry.
The foster program is celebrating 35 years
of service to children and families in our
community. Sister Jeanne established the
foster home in 1986 to promote the physical,
emotional, social, and spiritual well-being
of young people through ongoing care in a
healthy, empowering, respectful and loving
environment. Since then, she has welcomed
more than 80 children into her foster home.

Sister Jeanne Morreall
walking one of her foster
children during an SSJ
walk-a-thon in spring 2020

“I feel enormously blessed to have good
health and strength to be able to reach out
to these beautiful children and try to make
a long-lasting difference, making life brighter, one
child at a time,” says Sister Jeanne.

The children who come to her home often have a
vast array of difficulties from blindness, deafness and
severe developmental delays to simply not being
wanted by family members or having families unable
to care for them.
“In several situations, which I encountered,
children were medically neglected and could have
faced serious repercussions if they were not brought
into care,” she says. “A great deal of my time is spent
on the front lines advocating with the court system,
doctors, therapists, teachers and case workers so that
these fragmented children may receive the very best
care while they are with me.”

Commemorative plaque given to Sister
Jeanne Morreall from the Monroe
County Department of Human Services
honoring Morning Star’s 35 years

When possible, Sister Jeanne also works with the
biological parents on how they can give appropriate
medical and/or emotional care to their children. She
remains a support system for the families who have
adopted children from her home as well.
“How many times have you heard an expectant
couple say, ‘I don’t care if my baby is a boy or a girl,
as long as she/he is healthy?’” asks Sister Jeanne as
she describes her ministry. “There is some of that
same feeling with many foster parents. Children with
severe physical and/or emotional needs are very hard
to place. I, with God’s amazing grace, experience the
call to welcome such children to provide an interlude
that will be a life-giving experience until parents are
revived and young ones returned home or moved to
an adoptive setting.”

The Challenges & Blessings of the Pandemic
By: Sister Margaret Mancuso, SSJ, Nazareth Elementary Principal

On March 14, 2022, we marked the second
anniversary of the day schools closed due to
COVID-19. Reflecting back, I marvel at how much has
changed and how much we have accomplished at
Nazareth Elementary. It was through prayer, the grace
of God, our amazing staff, and the support of so many
that we have done so well.
The challenges have been great. Among the many
are:
•

Swift shift to Google Classrooms, remote
learning, Zoom meetings, and helping families
navigate the latest technology
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Nazareth fifth and sixth graders taking part in a special
writing workshop via Zoom
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Additional blessings and good news:

Sister Marlene Pape, Nazareth Elementary School Nurse,
checking a student’s temperature

•

Ongoing evaluation of school plans, safety
protocols, and procedures

•

Monitoring COVID cases, communicating with
parents, finding subs for staff

•

Daily temperature checks and weekly random
testing

•

Frequent updates from the CDC, NYS and
Monroe County Health Departments, and NYS
Education Department

This school year has been even more challenging
for hopes were high that things would be better by
the fall. However, we saw more COVID cases among
staff, students, and families with the Omicron variant.
The emotional needs of the children are greater.
Faculty and staff are feeling the weight of another
year in the pandemic. Parents are struggling with
work, illnesses, and the economy. Yet, through it all
our faith and trust, flexibility, and teamwork made it
possible to maintain a safe, joy-filled, exciting learning
environment for the children.
The challenges have brought many blessings:
•

Greater ease of teachers in using all kinds of
technology

•

Amazing creativity in finding new ways of doing
things

•

Larger Academic Intervention Services (AIS)
program to support students below grade level

•

A professional development shift to a greater
focus on Social Emotional Learning

•

Happy children and happy parents!

•

“Bright Spots” shared Friday mornings over the
PA recognizing acts of kindness and hard work

•

Fresh flowers/plants left secretly on my desk
from a different staff person each Monday
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•

With Title I and CARES Act funding, we
purchased new Chromebooks for the children
and faculty, charging stations for every room,
upgraded licenses for digital classroom
programs, and purchased new resources for
our social work and AIS programs.

•

EANS government funding is helping with the
costs of COVID safety mandates.

•

More financial gifts and donations have come
in during the pandemic, often when least
expected!

•

New grants came from The Mother Cabrini
Health Foundation and The Kremer Foundation,
and an annual grant from The Sisters of Saint
Joseph Ministry Foundation that will provide
more financial aid for next year. (These grants
will supplement aid we already give thanks to
so many generous donors.)

•

Our social work program will benefit from a
new grant from the John F Wegman Fund.

•

Our incredible staff members go the extra mile
every day for the children, and thus the children
are growing in all ways. Our parents have been
so supportive of all we have done.

•

The prayers and support of the SSJ Leadership
Team and the Congregation help us to be
better and stronger each day in our roles in this
special ministry.

While the face of education has changed, the spirit
of Nazareth has not. We are humbled and honored to
continue the 150-year-old mission of addressing the
needs of the times through education.
Like St. Joseph, we “March forward” as one in a
spirit of gentleness, humility, and trust in God. We
pray that St. Joseph will look after our families and
school as he so lovingly cared for the Holy Family.
To learn more about Nazareth Elementary, visit
www.nazarethschools.org.

Sister Connie Bickford helps some Nazareth fourth
graders create a math board game
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Celebrating Our Sister Jubilarians
Join us in honoring the life and service of our Sisters marking
milestone years as a Sister of Saint Joseph.

75 Years
Sister Ann Xavier
Gantert
Current Ministry:
Motherhouse Gift Shop
Volunteer

Reflection: “For most of
my life as a Sister of Saint
Joseph, I have taught
mathematics. I wanted
my students to appreciate the logic and beauty of
mathematics in God’s world and I hoped that they
would look for that logic and beauty in their lives
and use that awareness for a better world.”

Sister Mary
Christopher
Kuchman

Front row L-R: Sisters Hubertine Turner and Pauline
Smyth; Back row L-R: Sisters Mary Christopher
Kuchman, Ann de Porres Amesbury, Mary Olivia
Lamendola (former member), and Ann Xavier
Gantert after graduating from Nazareth Academy
and before entering the Congregation in 1946

Current Ministry: Prayer

Reflection: “I always
wanted to be a missionary
and a nurse, and the
Holy Spirit led me to
the Sisters of Saint Joseph. I have carried Christ
to God’s people and fulfilled my missionary and
nurse calling. What a blessed wonderful world of
adventure in God’s plan for me these 75 years.”

Sister Ann Regina
Mitrano

Sisters Ann Regina Mitrano (back) and Ann Xavier
Gantert celebrating their 50th Jubilee in 1997

Current Ministry:
Motherhouse Service

Reflection: “Education
was a primary ministry
when I entered, and I was
sent out to teach in 1948.
I remained in that field
for 45 years. Teaching religion, encouraging selfconfidence, and instilling a love for learning in all
my students were very rewarding.”
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70 Years
Sister Beverly
Baker

(formerly Sister Aloysia)
Current Ministry: Home
Health Aide & Assistant
Innkeeper at B&B

Reflection: “I am grateful
for my teaching years
at Mother of Sorrows
Elementary School, Mt.
Carmel High School, Auburn, and DeSales High
School, Geneva, and for the students and staff
with whom I worked there. I am especially grateful
for the 35 years I spent coordinating the Migrant
Education Program at SUNY Brockport and for the
50 years of presence at Nativity BVM Church in
Brockport.”

Sisters Maura Wilson, Rosemary Mackie, Virginia
Schmitz, Beverly Baker, Josephine Collins (former
member), Magdalen LaRow, and Joanne Schwartz
on Reception Day, July 2, 1952

Sister Rosemary
Mackie

(formerly Sister Columba)
Current Ministry: Bishop
Sheen Housing

Reflection: “Through my
ministry I have aided in the
establishment of housing
programs throughout the
Diocese to meet the needs
of disadvantaged families and seniors. This seems
to have brought me full circle back to our roots
as Sisters of Saint Joseph going out among the
neighbor and assisting in whatever way possible.”

Sister Concepta
Vay

Current Ministry: Prayer

Reflection: “My greatest
joy has been teaching
young children to love God
and to do their best for
Him. A prayer rises each
morning in my heart for
God’s blessings on all the
thousands of children in my life.”
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Sisters Shirley Pilot, Concepta Vay, and Beverly
Baker in 2009

60 Years
Sister Sharon
Bailey

(formerly Sister Regina
Marie)

Current Ministry: SSJ
Associates Co-Director &
Cranial Sacral Therapist

Reflection: “I have had the
joy through my ministries
in the healthcare field to encounter many kinds of
people in many different settings. I have had the
opportunity to work one-on-one with countless
individuals and have felt God’s presence in these
encounters and felt the mutual recognition of the
sacredness of the moment over and over.”

SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH OF ROCHESTER
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Continued from previous page

Sister Maria Elena
Mariani
(formerly Sister Amelia)

Current Ministry: SSJ Office
for Mission Advancement

Front row L-R: Sisters Patricia Frisk (former member),
Mary Jane Mitchell, and Margaret Mary Ganley
(former member); Middle row L-R: Sisters Diane
Dennie, Maria Elena Mariani, Cora Marinaro (former
member), Margaret Mary Ryan, Celesta Stephen
(former member), and Sharon Bailey; Back row L-R:
Sisters Ann Patrice Carrigan, Arlene Helget (former
member), Kathleen Klier, St. Benedict Bardeen (former
member), Mary Anne Laurer (former member),
Jacqueline Stephens, and Carol Cimino of the Band of
1962 during their Final Profession in 1969

Reflection: “I have been
fortunate to have had many
wonderful mentors in my
ministry assignments at
Nazareth Academy, Women’s
Place, St. Joseph’s Neighborhood Center, St.
Joseph Convent Infirmary and teaching Religious
Education at St. Lawrence and Immaculate
Conception, Rochester.”

Sister Margaret
Mary Ryan

(formerly Sister Julitta)

Current Ministry:
Motherhouse Maintenance
and Grounds

Reflection: “God could not
have planned my life better.”

Sister Ann Patrice
Carrigan

Sister Jacqueline
Stephens

Reflection: “The ‘armies’ of
grammar and high school
students at Guardian
Angels Grammar School,
St. Stephen’s Grammar
School, DeSales High School, and St. Agnes High
School, and the truly wonderful women in my
Congregation with whom I lived in Geneva and
Rochester are among the core blessings and
memories of my life.”

Reflection: “As I reflect on
these past 60 years, what has
become deeply evident to
me is God’s unconditional
love permeating all of
creation. In the midst of the
terrible events happening in
our world today, I remember a part of our mission
statement: We are empowered by God for our
service through prayer, life in community and the
people among whom we minister. All of us together
make the difference.”

Current Ministry: Poetry In
Motion

Sister Carol
Cimino

Current Ministry:
Motherhouse Service

(formerly Sister Bernard)
Current Ministry:
Education Consultant

Reflection: “I was so
fortunate to have had a
Catholic education myself,
and even more blessed to have had the opportunity
to be a Catholic educator as a Sister of Saint Joseph
over these 60 years.”
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Sister Elizabeth
Theresa Sutter

25 Years

(formerly Sister Mary
Joan)

Sister Maria
José Monteiro de
Oliveria

Current Ministry:
Congregational Vice
President/Treasurer

Reflection: “Being a part of
the Sisters of Saint Joseph,
a group of dedicated
women, is truly a source of inspiration and strength.
The collective wisdom and generosity is astounding.
I am grateful to God for calling me to the Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Rochester.”

Sister Beth Sutter giving a student music lessons at
Nazareth Academy in 1979

Current Ministry: Lawyer &
Pastoral Agent in the SSJ
Brazil Mission

Reflection: “From 2003 to
2014, I ministered to the
incarcerated, representing
our SSJ Congregation in the Brazilian prisons,
where I saw and heard things that changed my life.
The experience made me more sensitive to the
suffering of others. Hence, I decided to divide my
time between serving as a pastoral agent in my
parish community and as a lawyer, particularly for
those who don’t have access to the justice system
through other means.”

Sister Maria José Monteiro de Oliveria at her Final
Profession ceremony in Brazil in 2004

Tribute Gifts

If you would like to pay tribute to one of our Sister Jubilarians or any Sister who
has influenced your life in a meaningful way, contact Dawn Gruba, Director of
Advancement, at dgruba@ssjrochester.org or 585-641-8172. To make a gift
through our secure online giving page, visit www.ssjrochester.org/donate-online.
We will let your “special Sister” know of your loving esteem and gratitude.
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Memories of Selma
Gloria Fina O’Connell graduated from the Nazareth
College Nursing program in 1962, and in 1963, worked
at Good Samaritan Hospital in Selma, Alabama with the
Sisters of Saint Joseph. Even though she was only there
for a few short months, the memories have stayed with
her. A retired school nurse, Gloria recalls sharing stories
with her students over the years about her experiences
in Selma in the days of segregation. Recently, she
shared these memories with SSJ Congregational
Archivist Kathy Urbanic.
(SSJ) Please tell us a little about your decision to
study nursing at Nazareth College.

(Gloria) I always wanted to be a nurse, so as I got into
high school, I looked into several nursing programs. I
knew I wanted to get a degree in nursing as well as my
RN, and Nazareth was one of the few colleges that had
a four-year degree nursing program at that time (1958).
My sister was an art student at Nazareth, so I was
familiar with the school, and it fit my parents’ wishes
and budget.
Did you find the program to be good preparation
for your career in nursing?
I did feel that Nazareth was a good preparation for
my career in Nursing. We had a varied experience so
we learned what directions we could go in nursing.

Can you share any memories of your Nazareth
teachers, Sister Margaret Mary Townsend and Sister
Florence Ribson?

I loved both Sister Margaret Mary and Sister
Florence. They were very different but both very strong
and intelligent women. Sister Margaret Mary was able
to tell us about how nursing was when she started and
how far it had come. Sister Florence had a great sense
of humor but did not take any nonsense. We were much
more protected in those days and had less freedom
than students today. They taught us to have pride in our
profession, and not take a back seat to anyone.
How did you happen to get the job at Good
Samaritan Hospital? You mentioned that your
husband was stationed at Craig AFB. Did you know
that the SSJs ran a hospital in Selma before your
husband was assigned to the base?

I was engaged to my husband in my senior year
at Nazareth and was getting married soon after
graduation. When I told the nuns that he was going into
the Air Force to be a pilot, they told me that the SSJs
ran a hospital in Selma, Alabama, and there was a pilot
training base there. Of course, there were other pilot
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training bases, so I figured that the odds of him being
stationed there were not great. Sure enough, that’s
where he was sent, and I went too. We lived off base in
downtown Selma, on Selma Avenue, a couple blocks
from the later famous Dallas County Courthouse.
Good Samaritan Hospital was within walking distance
of our apartment, so I went over to see it, and meet
the Sisters. When I explained who I was and where
I had just graduated from, I think they were glad to
see someone from “home.” As a brand-new grad with
little experience, I didn’t feel too valuable, but they
were willing to give me a job. They, along with the
African American Practical Nurses there, took me under
their wings and taught me what I needed and many
interesting things I could never have learned anywhere
else. As a mission hospital, and it truly was a mission
hospital, I had some unique experiences.
Please elaborate a bit on the “culture shock” of
going from a small Catholic college in upstate New
York to the segregated South.

We went to Selma in November 1962, before
integration. I grew up in a fairly protected environment
in Saratoga Springs, in upstate New York, and went
to Nazareth College, a small Catholic College in
western New York, also a fairly protected environment.
Suddenly I found myself in the “heart of the Heart of
Dixie,” in the segregated South. The people in Selma,
both White and Black, were lovely but there was much
to be shocked about. The whole reality of segregation
hit me: the homes, and neighborhoods, the “White”
and “Black” entrances and drinking fountains, separate
hospitals and restaurants, even the churches, the way
the Black people were treated and talked down to and
called “boy.” This was all so foreign to me. I couldn’t
condone the practice by drinking out of a “White”
drinking fountain but did not dare to make a statement
by drinking out of the “Black” one, so I just didn’t
take a drink. We were advised by the Air Force to get
Alabama plates on our car so we wouldn’t stand out as
Northerners. One interesting exception was our land
lady. She was an older lady (at least it seemed to me
when I was 22) who had a Black live-in maid. I could
see there was an employer-employee relationship,
but that they were also longtime friends. The living
conditions for many Black people were not good. Their
streets were red dirt instead of pavement, and many of
their houses looked more like shacks. When we visited
10 years later, after integration, I was impressed with
the changes for the good in Selma, particularly in the
attitudes of the White people toward the Black people.
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What injuries and illnesses were commonly
treated at the
hospital?

Of course we
treated the same
illnesses that other
hospitals did, but
I was shocked to
have a strapping
18-year-old boy
come in with
Tetanus; he was in
constant seizures
until he died,
with his grieving
mother at his side.
I never before or
Sister Barbara Lum with a
after saw a case of
child in the burn unit at Good
Tetanus. There was
Samaritan Hospital in 1963
a 12-year-old with
syphilis, a boy dying of acute fulminating leukemia,
untreatable at the time. The main thing that I remember
is the people with burns. Children and old women
in particular came in with terrible burns. When it was
cold, and they had no central or electric heaters, they
would huddle up to open stoves or fires for warmth
and catch their night clothes on fire. The staff became
very knowledgeable about and skilled at burn care, and
the nurses were wonderful. After seeing so many burn
patients, I always warned my own children about how
awful burns are, and to be so careful to avoid them.

Were you aware of the voting rights movement in
Selma? Was it in the news when you were there?
I was quite aware of the voting rights movement
in Selma, as we lived in downtown Selma, just a few
blocks from the Dallas County Courthouse, where the
Black people were lined up day after day trying to
register to vote. Also, we were very conscious of the
presence of “riot police” in the area, patrolling with
their dogs and billy clubs. We would sometimes see
news reports on TV. We were also quite close to the
Edmund Pettus Bridge, which became well-known in
1965 during the march on Montgomery.
Did your experience in Selma have an effect on
your life after you left?

My experiences in Selma definitely have had an
effect on my life. It opened my eyes to the realities of
life and how people can be so cruel to others. I think
I am more conscious of prejudice and racism than I
would have been without this experience. It made
me more appreciative of what I have, material and
immaterial, and of the life of relative comfort I have
been able to live, without having to fight for my rights.
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Online Viewing for Sisters of Selma

Sisters of Selma: Bearing Witness for Change,
a powerful 2007 documentary about the
participation of Catholic Sisters in the 1965 voting
rights movement, can now be viewed free of
charge on Avila University’s website
(www.avila.edu/avila-archives/sisters-of-selma/).
Featured prominently in the film are the Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Rochester, who had been living
among and working with Selma’s African American
community since 1940. In the film, Sisters Barbara
Lum, Mary Paul Geck, Josepha Twomey, Mary
Weaver, and Marie Albert Alderman (pictured
below) reflect on their years ministering in Selma
and recount the events of Bloody Sunday, when
they were called to extraordinary service in caring
for wounded voting rights marchers.

Interview session for the film with our Sisters at the
Motherhouse library, conducted by Gregory Hite, a
doctoral student

New Book Chronicles SSJ Selma Mission

In celebration of the
80th anniversary of the SSJ
Alabama Mission, Sister
Carol Cimino has authored
a book chronicling our
longstanding history serving
the Black community in
the poverty-stricken south.
The Best Girls in the World:
A History of the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Rochester
in the Missions of Central
Alabama, 1940-2020
is now available for purchase on Amazon and
in the SSJ Gift Shop at the Motherhouse. The
book documents the journey of the SSJ mission
in Central Alabama using archival material,
interviews, and historical records.
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Blessings Mission

Sharing with our neighbors. Reaching out to those in need. Giving
and receiving. Friendship, community and prayer. Blessings.
Wherever we are, the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Rochester
open our arms and hearts, with prayers, seeking to help others,
hopefully enriching their lives. In turn, each encounter enriches
our own lives with untold Blessings.

www.SSJRochester.org
www.facebook.com/SistersofSaintJosephofRochester
www.twitter.com/SSJRochester

Save the Date!
7th Annual

An Evening with Sisters and Spirits
Friday, September 16, 2022 • 5:00 – 6:30 PM
Join us for this outdoor gathering on our Motherhouse grounds to
benefit the SSJ ministry and retirement funds!
For more details, visit www.ssjrochester.org/sistersandspirits or contact
Renee Hiscock, Event Coordinator, at rhiscock@ssjrochester.org
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