HANDOUT
2022 Summer Reading Guide
These recommendations for summer reading are organized by spritiual reflection, non-fiction,
and fiction. These works are connected to one or more themes of Catholic social teaching
and highlight diverse authors, narratives, and experiences from our world today.

Spiritual Reflection
The Whole Language: The Power of
Extravagant Tenderness
by Greg Boyle, SJ., 2021

Fr. Boyle’s third book of reflections on working with gang members in
L.A. and living out the Gospel call to see each other as brothers and
sisters in a circle of kinship.

The Monastic Heart: 50 Simple Practices for a
Contemplative and Fulfilling Life
by Sr. Joan Chittister, 2021

As Sr. Joan Chittister has modeled, a call to engage in the work of
social justice must be grounded in a constantly cultivated spiritual life.
She shares the spiritual wisdom she gained in her long vocation as a
Benedictine religious in this recent book.

Braiding Sweetgrass
by Robin Wall Kimmerer, 2020

Robin Wall Kimmerer is a Native Amerian author with a Ph.D. in botany.
Through storytelling and vignettes from her own life, Kimmerer reflects
on how Indigenous reverence for the earth is a model for care for our
common home.
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The Stream and the Sapphire
by Denise Levertov, 1997

While this book of spiritual/religious poetry is not new, it is the best
of its modern kind, a wellspring for reflection on experiences of the
sacred, and a continuing favorite of our EFJ founder, Jane Deren, Ph.D..

The Spiritual Work of Racial Justice
by Patrick Saint-Jean, S.J., 2021

Journey through four weeks of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius with
a racial justice lens. Saint-Jean provides daily reflection opportunities
and pratical exercises for the reader to complete. According to SaintJean, this is “not a book to read, but work to do,” and he invites the
reader to ask: “What does God want me to do, what ought I do, what will
I do—today, this week, this year—to fight against racial injustice?”
Cannonball Moments: Telling Your Story, Deepening Your Faith
by Eric Clayton, 2022

As we close the Year of St. Ignatius, this book invites you to consider
what stories you have to share with the the world, using St.
Ignatius’ “cannonball moment” as a central image. This book offers
encouragement and direction, examples to show the way, and practical
exercises to help you discover and reflect on your own cannonball
moments. The time to tell your story is now.

Nonfiction
Stringing Rosaries: The History, the Unforgivable, and the Healing
of Northern Plains American Indian Boarding School Survivors
by Denise K. Lajimodiere, 2021

Stringing Rosaries presents a brief history of boarding school programs
for Indigenous Americans, 16 interviews with boarding school survivors,
and the author’s own healing journey with her father. While it is a
challenging read in terms of content, the personal testimonies invite the
reader to bear witness to the experiences—historically ignored by the
U.S. Catholic Church—of the survivors of U.S. boarding schools.
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The Word is Passed: A Reckoning With the
History of Slavery Across America
by Clint Smith, 2021

Through storytelling and interviews, Smith, a poet and journalist, guides
readers through sites in the South and elsewhere that are central to
the history of slavery and its present-day legacy. He reflects on recent
scholarship, as well as his own experiences, and explores the ways the
U.S. has chosen to look at (and ignore) its painful past, and how this
impacts this country as we try to move forward.
South to America: A Journey Below the Mason Dixon to
Understand the Soul of a Nation
by Imani Perry, 2022

Princeton professor Dr. Imani Perry engages a similar strategy as Clint
Smith, helping us to see how the South and its attitude toward African
Americans has shaped, and continues to shape, our history. Looking
at the roots of racism can help us develop informed responses to heal
deep wounds.
Subversive Habits: Black Catholic Nuns in the Long African
American Freedom Struggle
by Shannen Dee Williams, 2022

Williams researched the little-known history of the lives of African
American women who chose often difficult vocations as women
religious in the Catholic Church. Despite obstacles inside and outside of
convents, they worked for racial justice in a variety of ways. Their history
deserves to be uplifted and honored.
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City
by Matthew Desmond, 2016

Named one of The New York Times “10 Best Non-Fiction Books of the
Decade,” Evicted reveals the structures and systems of U.S. housing
practices that impact our most vulnerable populations and sustain
a downward spiral of poverty. Catholic Social Teaching calls us to
recognize unjust structures and systems so we can get to the roots of
social justice issues, and this book uncovers distressing policies and
practices that must be challenged.
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Dear America, Notes of an Undocumented Citizen
by Jose Antonio Vargas, 2018

In this memoir, Jose Antonio Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist,
shares his experience of being “the most famous undocumented
immigrant in America.” His story spans 25 years, and as he shares
personal vignettes from his life as a “successful” citizen, he ties his
personal story into the collective experience of being undocumented
in the U.S. He divides the book into three sections that he believes all
undocumented people share: “Lying,” “Passing,” and “Hiding.”
Catholic Social Teaching: A User’s Guide
by William O’Neill, S.J., 2021

A guide to key themes of the Catholic Social Teaching and its
implications for global ethical issues such as war, peacemaking, and
the global refugee crisis. It discusses sources, history, and key themes
of CST, as well as implications of CST for the ethics of war and peace,
forced migration, and social reconciliation. Each chapter concludes with
reflection questions.

Fiction
How Beautiful We Were
by Imbolo Mbue, 2021

This novel, written by a young woman from Cameroon, begins in a
fictional African village in 1980 when representatives from an American
oil company have come to meet with the locals, whose children are
dying because of the environmental issues caused by its drilling and
pipelines. A young woman begins a long struggle to secure justice for
her people. The book explores how colonialism and the lust for profit
have negatively impacted Africa.
The Sentence
by Louise Erdrich, 2021

Prolific and prize-winning Native American author Louise Erdrich creates
a quirky narrator who deals with a complicated past, a present with
COVID and the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis—as well as a
ghost in the bookstore she works in. Like Erdrich’s earlier 2012 Pulitzer
Prize winning novel The Night Watchman (also recommended), the
characters in this book have been deeply wounded by discrimination
and poverty but find healing in family, community, and tradition.

4 / 5 Copyright © 2022, Education for Justice, a project of the Ignatian Solidarity Network.

HANDOUT
Interior Chinatown
by Charles Yu, 2020

Winner of the 2020 National Book Award, Interior Chinatown addresses
the dynamics of racism and stereotypes that Asian Americans
experience in the United States. While the author integrates historical
documents into the narrative meant to teach the reader, the book is
written as a screenplay that demonstrates the erasure of the Asian
American experience and relegation of Asian Americans to background
characters in conversations about race in the U.S. today.
The Island of Missing Trees
by Elif Shafak, 2021

Shortlisted for the 2022 Women’s Prize for Fiction, this novel tells
the story of the civil war on Cyprus and uses the metaphor of a
fig tree to explore the experience of migration to a new land and
intergenerational trauma. Through the perspective of a fig tree, birds,
insects, and animals (including some humans), the author shares the
history of Cyprus, the civil war that divided the island straight through
the capital, and how Greek and Turkish neighbors were separated as a
result.
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